
This document is provided on an informational basis only and does not constitute legal advice.  An attorney cannot ethically guarantee a patent will be granted.   
The procedures outlined herein are exemplary and are subject to change without notice. 

Invention Disclosure 
 
An invention disclosure is 
obtained and a patentability 
search is initiated.  In about 
2-3 weeks, the patentability 
opinion is completed. 

No patent  
application is filed. 

Patentability 
search discovered 
ALL features of 

invention? 

Yes 

No 

Patent application is 
approved and filed 

with the Patent Office. 

Patent Application 
 

The drafting of a patent  
application on the invention 

is begun.  In about 4 weeks, a 
draft of the application is 

ready for review. 

Patent Pending 
 
Approximately 14-18 months 

later a patent examiner  
reviews the application and 

issues an office action. 

Patent examiner allows  
application without changes.  

Not very common. 

Patent examiner  
rejects some or all of 

the patent claims. 
Very common in a 

majority of the cases. 

Examiner’s rejection 
completely foregoes 

patentability.  

Examiner’s rejection can be 
overcome by submitting an 

amendment and/or arguments. 
Examiner accepts 
amendment and/or  

Argument. 

Examiner issues final 
rejection of patent  

Application. 

File amendment and/or 
argument after final. 

Notice of Allowance 
received, and final  
paperwork is filed. 

Examiner maintains  
final rejection. 

Abandon Application 

File request for continued exami-
nation (RCE) if appropriate. 

Appeal examiner’s rejections to 
the Board of Patent Appeals & 

Interferences  
(success rate - 30-50%). 

Patent Granted 
 
Patent is granted.  Total time 

about 20-36 months. 
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15500 Roosevelt Blvd., Suite 305  
Clearwater, Florida 33760 
Telephone: 727‐230‐4949 
Facsimile: 727‐230‐4827 


